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Dear Friends, 

Revd. Reg, Revd. Tracy and the Wardens are contacting all members of our churches, or at least, all 
for whom we have contact details.  We find ourselves in an unprecedented situation where church 
buildings are closed and we can’t meet together to worship our beloved Lord and Saviour.  This we 
know is, as difficult for you, as it is for us, especially during this season of Easter.  We continually pray 
for you and your families, and for your health and well-being.   

Although the timing is unknown, we know it is with God’s strength, guidance and wisdom that we will 
get through this and worship him again in Church.  However, until then we are providing various 
worship opportunities through our website, Facebook and YouTube.  We are really sorry for those 
who don’t have access to these and, at the moment, we are advised against pushing anything through 
letterboxes due to the risk of transferring the virus.  We will continue to seek ways we feed you 
spiritually during this time. 

We have tried to keep in contact with all in our congregations for whom we have telephone numbers, 
and to see if we can provide help in any way.  If we haven’t phoned you please let Revd. Reg or Revd. 
Tracy know your phone number.  We have assisted in a few cases and are very happy to support, 
please get in contact and ask.   

On a specific point, a number of people have asked what they should do with their giving or 
collection, and if it’s on the minds of a few it is bound to be on other peoples’ minds too.  Finance is 
not the most important aspect of our ministry at the moment, although it does help to keep the 
buildings maintained and bills paid.  We are also advised by the Diocese that they are facing difficult 
times as the income from parishes usually goes to pay clergy.  To answer the questions that have been 
asked: 

Standing Orders – If you give by this method it will of course be received and we would like to 
thank you for doing so. 

Gift Aid Envelopes – If you give by the envelope scheme and Gift Aid, that’s absolutely fine, 
simply retain each week’s offering and then bring into church when we re-open.  Some 
parishioners have decided that they would prefer to give by Standing Order at this time, if this is 
you, please let Revd. Reg or Revd. Tracy know and we’ll explain how to do this and provide the 
forms for you to complete and return back to us.  Thank you for whatever you decide to do. 

Non Gift Aid Envelopes/Cash on Plate – If you give by this method, that’s absolutely fine, simply 
retain each week’s offering and then bring into church when we re-open.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 

No-one knows how long this situation will continue and should the advice change we will of course let 
you know.  In the meantime, thank you for helping to maintain Christ’s Church during this challenging 
time. 
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We want to thank our church family for all the ways you are supporting the work of the church at this 
time.  Whether you are providing specific skills or simply keeping in contact with others, that work is 
much valued by us and by God.  Thank you, through your actions you are making a real difference in 
people’s well-being.  Please continue. 

We pray that you will remain safe and well, and we look forward to joining with you in worship in the 
not too distant future.  May God bless and protect you.  Thank you once more for the faithful support 
and the loving care you exercise in your continued discipleship. 

 

Reg Sinclair   Tracy Marshall   Margaret Hewitt Sharon Hardman 
        Val Lyne  Julie Amos 
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